INTRODUCTION

Evidence of virus infection in
RESULTS
The results of antibody titres in sera from the two herds are summarized in Figure 1 . Antibody to IBR was detected 1, 2, 7, 12, 13 In this study, 86.7% of the animals examined in 1979 had antibodies to at least one of the viruses. Of interest is the absence of antibody to P13 in caribou, although itis present in 83% of the cattle in Quebec (Elazhary, unpubl.). Antibody to this virus was also absent from the sera of several species of deer in Britain,7 but it has been reported in pronghorns,
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bighorn sheep, deer and moose in North America. 1, 4, 7, 10, 12 The origin of viral infections in the caribou is a subject of speculation. Because the herds have not been in direct contact with cattle or other domestic ruminants for at least the past 25 years, it seems likely that the viruses are maintained naturally in the caribou population.
It is known that IBR and BVD infection in cattle frequently result in abortion and infertility.8'9
Furthermore, infection of the lymphoid system in cattle by BVD may result in a decrease in the resistance of the animal to other infectious agents.
The same is not known for caribou.
The objective of our study was limited to a serologic investigation; virus isolation was not attempted. 
